Education is the
passport to the future,
for tomorrow belongs to
those who prepare for it
today

~Malcolm X

Upcoming Dates:
October 1 FAFSFA
Opens

October 13 &14
Alaska College &
Carger Fair

October 13 &15 All
Alaska Military Service
Academies Event
October 14
Princeton

University of Oregon
Duke

Oberlin

Carnegie Mellon
West/Frontier Webinar
October 16 UAA
Application Day
October 20 FAFSA
Alaska

October 21
WVanderhilt

Johns Hopkins
October 22 College

Admissions Panel

COLLEGE VISITS AND CAREER EVENTS

UAA College and Career VIRTUAL Fair
There is something for everyone at the 39th Annual Anchorage Alaska College and Career
Fair. Whether you are looking at in state schools, out of state colleges, vocational and
trade ideas or options to go straight into the workforce:
Alaska College & Career Fair
VIRTUAL EVENT
Oct 13th 4-7:45pm
College Exploration Panel
Oct 14th 12pm-3:45pm
6X6 Virtual Fair Session

Colleges Visit West

Schools will be visiting (virtually) West regularly. Juniors and Seniors are encouraged to
join. After you sign up, you will receive the zoom link a few days before the scheduled
meeting. Sign up and find the most up to date list HERE.


https://www.uaa.alaska.edu/students/career/events/anchorage-ak-college-career-fair.cshtml
https://www.asdk12.org/domain/3543
https://www.asdk12.org/domain/3543

Seniors

UAA APPLICATION DAY!!!

UAA will be hosting West High (zoom) on Wednesday, OCT. 16, to host a free application
day! Admissions counselors will assist students with starting and completing the UAA
application for Spring, Summer, or Fall 2021 for free. However, please feel free to join the
zoom if you have already applied or have questions about college.

Zoom information

https://alaska.zoom.us/j/81878065563

Please have your social security number for the application!

College Admissions Panel Discussion

October 22nd from 6 - 7:30 pm a panel of admission personnel will be discussing the
admissions process for current seniors, as well as the merits of attending an out of state
university. Representatives from University of MT, University of WI, DePaul, Denison,
Dickinson, Hillsdale, Muhlenberg, Salve Regina, and Goldsmiths, University of London will
field questions and give insights specifically for Alaska students. Register for the
discussion HERE.

All-Alaska Military Service Academies Event

This year’s All-Alaska Military Service Academies Event is being held virtually and it will
take place on 2 nights - Tuesday, 13 October and Thursday, 15 October from 17:30 to
18:30. To participate you will need to send an RSVP

to Academy Nominations@murkowski.senate.gov and you will receive a link to the
meeting.

West HS/Frontier Tutoring webinar:
11th & 12th Graders College Admissions Checklist
Wednesday, October 14 at 6:00 PM Alaska time

As an 11th or 12th grader, what should you be doing this fall to set yourself up for college
admissions success? During our live webinar, the West High School counseling team
and Kimberly Hewitt, director of Frontier Tutoring's college counseling practice, will walk
through the following fall semester priorities for juniors and seniors:

For seniors, determine whether initial or additional SAT/ACT testing is necessary based
on your scholarship and college admissions goals. For juniors, determine whether you
should prepare for the PSAT this fall to potentially qualify for National Merit recognition
and scholarships), and develop your SAT/ACT testing strategy.

Create and finalize your college list, which drives all of your academic, testing, and
application priorities

For seniors, finalize essays and applicationsldentify financial aid and scholarships
Maximize your GPA and manage virtual school

Manage extracurriculars in the COVID-19 era


https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Furl%3Fq%3Dhttps%3A%2F%2Falaska.zoom.us%2Fj%2F81878065563%26sa%3DD%26source%3Dcalendar%26ust%3D1602539383858000%26usg%3DAOvVaw2LfIwzIIVvWHcrTxvntXMz&data=02%7C01%7Chodge_troy%40asdk12.org%7C8f8a89dd72a64177394308d86b0b4cfe%7C036ce601e95a4e46a3bd6b742ed4bb35%7C0%7C1%7C637377043566641744&sdata=LkknAXSqQLys1zpVmHC%2BxF95w%2F%2FydG8n3rcRxwSXzw4%3D&reserved=0
https://depaul.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Zo1IHowUQ5OKpg97A3PQ3A
mailto:Academy_Nominations@murkowski.senate.gov
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ft.sidekickopen78.com%2Fs1t%2Fc%2F5%2Ff18dQhb0S7lC8fmTQ4W1b0g395_6WxgW3LyZ-L3DqRP7VJwJ3J3DXrMBW4cqNNJ2z6rgHf8XYqHj02%3Fte%3DW3R5hFj4cm2zwW4fdKmB3H4SKkW3F8Qq03K72WMW1JxwY51LDDBzW1LvZPS1LxcpgW3GYwZn1NlTqWW2sF4jf34mJkJW1QrFrf1V3HqmW1_cX2B3b2VKNW3hY1mf2w4m12W1Zffth32sz56W1Syk3_3GWph3W3C2fPf3GJc5nW23637k3NWDLyW3NCl7f4fGwKVW1Vg4hg2zYs83W3_szmf3b3m3_W2PC7DD2Rm7tvW3ggXJH2KP-xWW1Xn_G122XDZqW253hb82vyH1vW4mv7RZ1Qgx0zW1Ssgzs1Qv_-xW3b22Mg4tf41GW2TPbJ-3b3mldW1Nl0XW3zdyqGW4cKF5B1V1CnkW1Z0lvH1Q4XdwW22TGWP3zdyqGW45P_C51ZlGt7W1--yX31XlYNsW1Gbk501WZjxqW20WwXg3BLCrBF3yQ7Mkpj-_1%26si%3D5383540243955712%26pi%3Daccc47fa-df67-4606-9d15-e7508d97767f&data=02%7C01%7Cchristianson_April%40asdk12.org%7C5b4f368ef2604e832bd208d86a0f3677%7C036ce601e95a4e46a3bd6b742ed4bb35%7C0%7C1%7C637375960873287464&sdata=cZmCAOIxkmfhJ4GBOdB8%2B%2FQB6uwrtALXTB2IZSPXrEU%3D&reserved=0

Before anything
else,
preparation is
the key to
success

~ Alexander
Graham Bell

At the end of the webinar, we'll have time for Q&A about all things testing and college
admissions. Representatives from the West Anchorage High School counseling
department will also be available to answer any West-specific questions.

Reqister now to save your spot

FUNDING YOUR FUTURE

REVIEW Alaska Performance Scholarship Information:

If you are interested in qualifying for the Alaska Performance Scholarship (APS) you can
see the qualification requirements here, or more details here. This scholarship is available
to Alaska students who meet the qualifications and can be used at many Alaska
post-secondary programs. Note: the ACT or SAT is still required for qualification
purposes this year, so you should start registering now. Some tests are taking quite a
long time to get registered for, and are filling quickly. Register for the SAT here or

ACT here.

FAFSA

Free Application for Federal Student Aid-FAFSA: The window to complete the FAFSA is
open (October 1-June 30™)! The FAFSA determines a student's eligibility for need-based
federal financial aid for college, which may include grants, scholarships, work-study, and
loans. If eligible, it can really help you pay for school! Everyone who wishes to pursue
post-secondary education should complete the FAFSA, regardless of how much their
parents make. Why?

e The FAFSA is how you qualify for Stafford Loans, which typically offer the lowest
interest rates and best repayment deals.

e The FAFSA is the application for the APS. The priority filing date for your FAFSA is
June 30.



https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ft.sidekickopen78.com%2Fs1t%2Fc%2F5%2Ff18dQhb0S7lC8fmTQ4W1b0g395_6WxgW3LyZ-L3DqRP7VJwJ3J3DXrMBW4cqNNJ2z6rgHf8XYqHj02%3Fte%3DW3R5hFj4cm2zwW4fdKmB3H4SKkW3F8Qq03K72WMW1JxwY51LDDBzW1LvZPS1LxcpgW3GYwZn1NlTqWW2sF4jf34mJkJW1QrFrf1V3HqmW1_cX2B3b2VKNW3hY1mf2w4m12W1Zffth32sz56W1Syk3_3GWph3W3C2fPf3GJc5nW23637k3NWDLyW3NCl7f4fGwKVW1Vg4hg2zYs83W3_szmf3b3m3_W2PC7DD2Rm7tvW3ggXJH2KP-xWW1Xn_G122XDZqW253hb82vyH1vW4mv7RZ1Qgx0zW1Ssgzs1Qv_-xW3b22Mg4tf41GW2TPbJ-3b3mldW1Nl0XW3zdyqGW4cKF5B1V1CnkW1Z0lvH1Q4XdwW22TGWP3zdyqGW45P_C51ZlGt7W1--yX31XlYNsW1Gbk501WZjxqW20WwXg3BLCrBF3yQ7Mkpj-_1%26si%3D5383540243955712%26pi%3Daccc47fa-df67-4606-9d15-e7508d97767f&data=02%7C01%7Cchristianson_April%40asdk12.org%7C5b4f368ef2604e832bd208d86a0f3677%7C036ce601e95a4e46a3bd6b742ed4bb35%7C0%7C1%7C637375960873297453&sdata=5tj2zxPb4zPB%2BtGE5n5%2FiXd0wEh8DVksMr6ouyxyUAo%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Facpe.alaska.gov%2FPortals%2F3%2FAPS%2FPubs%2FAPS-Award-Checklist-2018.pdf&data=02%7C01%7Cchaput_cindy%40asdk12.org%7Ce1fe1682d10343a0160708d8694a0763%7C036ce601e95a4e46a3bd6b742ed4bb35%7C0%7C1%7C637375113965941282&sdata=2BHLeVrkivmEsLKzSdS7TuvGrWU7mrXyZi2ZHaN2ycs%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Facpe.alaska.gov%2FFINANCIAL-AID%2FAK-Performance-Scholarship&data=02%7C01%7Cchaput_cindy%40asdk12.org%7Ce1fe1682d10343a0160708d8694a0763%7C036ce601e95a4e46a3bd6b742ed4bb35%7C0%7C0%7C637375113965941282&sdata=hV5quXQ1yXTNn6rzWBQp1rLZQfT56yRcuT4x6xB2eHA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcollegereadiness.collegeboard.org%2Fsat%2Fregister&data=02%7C01%7Cchaput_cindy%40asdk12.org%7Ce1fe1682d10343a0160708d8694a0763%7C036ce601e95a4e46a3bd6b742ed4bb35%7C0%7C0%7C637375113965951246&sdata=ggrTz600b3ICjWRuY0KMimniIvh2yGVoYpcXgYs5kuk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.act.org%2Fcontent%2Fact%2Fen%2Fproducts-and-services%2Fthe-%0D%0Aact%2Fregistration.html&data=02%7C01%7Cchaput_cindy%40asdk12.org%7Ce1fe1682d10343a0160708d8694a0763%7C036ce601e95a4e46a3bd6b742ed4bb35%7C0%7C0%7C637375113965951246&sdata=6%2Fayc0IsrMMs%2Bt%2BuvRUDsRuPPFBee1SvvIo7UYooYYg%3D&reserved=0

e Schools want to see that you tried to get federal funding before they offer school
specific scholarships.
e You might be pleasantly surprised (&

Complete the FAFSA early! According to Ashley Boucher, a spokeswoman for Sallie
Mae, the earlier families fill out the FAFSA, the better the chance to be in line for that aid.
If you wait, there may be less money available so your financial aid may be more loans,
less grants. Visit fafsa.gov today to start the process and keep a lookout for future West
virtual FAFSA Night events to help families complete the application process

FAFSA Time Alaska!

TUESDAY October 20, 2020; 6:00 PM-7:30 PM Utilizing ACPE resource guides, this event
will provide virtual FSA ID and FAFSA completion assistance to parents and students
pursuing postsecondary education and career training. To prepare for this event, please
visit fafsa.gov and follow the instructions for setting up your Federal Student Aid ID (FSA
ID) for both parent and student. It will take a few days before you can use your FSA ID,
so create yours a few days before you plan to attend this event. If you are struggling to
set up your FSA ID, you may also use this time for assistance in setting up your FSA ID.
Register in advance below.:
https://zoom.us/meeting/reqister/tJOpduCtrTwsEtFF21tYessgMIQZmrbM5iFU

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining
the event.

Scholarship Resources
Finding scholarships requires some digging. COMPLETE YOUR FAFSA!

Local scholarships will pop up from time to time and will be posted on on the West
counseling website and occasionally placed in the Monday News.

College/School specific scholarships can be found by searching the school or program
that you plan to attend and applying directly with them following their guidance.

National Databases exist to make it easier for you to search based on your needs:

Unigo and College Board’s Big Future both have scholarships that you can be eligible for
simply by working through the college search and application process. Many
scholarship databases exist, here are some you can try:

Scholarships.com

ScholarshipOwl

Scholl
Scholarships360

In Case You Missed it

The Funding Your Future (FYF) Presentation for West Families was held virtually, via Zoom
on September 24", During this presentation, ACPE staff discussed how to access
scholarships, the WUE exchange program, the FAFSA form, and Post-Secondary
Financial Aid Process. If you missed it, you may view the recorded presentation here.
Passcode: wW3KES5$j



https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fstudentaid.gov%2Fh%2Fapply-for-aid%2Ffafsa&data=02%7C01%7CChristianson_April%40asdk12.org%7C9dc2659989f646d10f5808d86a05ddfd%7C036ce601e95a4e46a3bd6b742ed4bb35%7C0%7C0%7C637375920738909480&sdata=4AkO3G3iQ2tdownwcbR%2F2%2BRC4xVYD%2BkuhhRa80QoRoI%3D&reserved=0
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fzoom.us%2Fmeeting%2Fregister%2FtJ0pduCtrTwsEtFF21tYessgMlQZmrbM5iFU&data=02%7C01%7CChaput_Cindy%40asdk12.org%7C2f801e8594d84b0fcc9108d86b16018f%7C036ce601e95a4e46a3bd6b742ed4bb35%7C0%7C0%7C637377089658891449&sdata=qO7wDdDsZmZJxRu3CFgknAkNrGkvBAGV8JWFWykDgKQ%3D&reserved=0
https://www.unigo.com/
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/pay-for-college/grants-scholarships
https://www.scholarships.com/
https://scholarshipowl.com/
https://myscholly.com/
https://scholarships360.org/
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fzoom.us%2Frec%2Fshare%2F33pRtzk-N2-nfeK2eTb7vWYPiTVsz9RTFoXKof_7LauvY5UkRrxZIrVorJvHVllC.rt05avpvwxnALNq_&data=02%7C01%7CChristianson_April%40asdk12.org%7C803c21d9ad0d4276995a08d86a01dd84%7C036ce601e95a4e46a3bd6b742ed4bb35%7C0%7C0%7C637375903523714469&sdata=d6s%2BQu7twEjsx4c3DxaiaCVxM9eyUWkqa%2Fa49CoQT1E%3D&reserved=0

Letter of Recommendation Seminar

Informational sessions were held for seniors last month and in these sessions Mrs.
Utterback and West High counselors talked about how to get a great letter of
recommendation, what to include to get the best letter, and how and when to submit your
request. They also covered some topics related to COLLEGE APPLICATIONS and
COLLEGE ESSAYS. You may view a recording of one of these sessions HERE.

THERE IS A TEST FOR THAT

Practice SAT or ACT
Sign up for a free practice SAT and ACT, brought to you by the West Anchorage High

School counseling team. After taking a full-length proctored practice SAT/ACT released
by the test maker, you will get a detailed score report with a roadmap to score
improvement, plus guidance on whether to focus on the SAT or ACT. This semester, West
Anchorage High School and Frontier Tutoring are co-hosting the following online practice
tests:

e Online Practice SAT on Friday, October 16. Check-in will begin at 8:30 AM, with
testing running 9:00 AM - 1:10 PM

e Online Practice ACT on Friday, October 23. Check-in will begin at 8:30 AM, with
testing running 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM

Space is limited. View all practice SAT/ACT dates and reserve your seat for free at
www.frontiertutoring.com/practicetest. After signing up, you will receive instructions on

how to join the online event.

SAT
The next chance for students to take the SAT is November 7 (register by 10/7). Register

at www.sat.org.

ACT
The next chance for students to take the ACT is December 12 (register by 11/6). Register

at www.act.org.

DON’T KNOW WHERE TO BEGIN?

Career Search Tool:

AKCIS (Alaska Career Information System). This is a fantastic, free, tool students can use
to create portfolios, assess interests, write resumes, search for post-secondary education
and post-secondary scholarships , and much more. Follow this link or sign-on through
the West Library webpage. Your FREE student login = ID: Wesths Password: 4Student



https://asdk12ak-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/r/personal/christianson_april_asdk12_org/Documents/Attachments/9_2%201pm%20letter%20of%20rec.mp4?csf=1&web=1&e=MyKeMi
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.frontiertutoring.com%2Fpracticetest&data=02%7C01%7Cbrehmer_chris%40asdk12.org%7C68cfece18a7442d306e008d869762f0d%7C036ce601e95a4e46a3bd6b742ed4bb35%7C0%7C1%7C637375303601872624&sdata=i5TeERV4f5C5JNuU93%2BFcmYMFEpgGtV6nspc6jxjp48%3D&reserved=0
http://www.act.org./

You may also set up a portfolio and save your information. | encourage you to check it

out!
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